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June 1, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Liz Lisle
Ph: 510 452 7207

E: liz@mugwumpin.org
Mugwumpin 

presents its new theatrical performance
This Is All I Need
San Francisco—What is your most prized possession?  What can you not live without?  How many pairs of nail clippers do you own?  Why are you still holding on to that scratched pair of sunglasses that you can’t even see through?  You’re an ascetic; you’re a collector; you’re a hoarder.  Perhaps it’s time to have a little conversation with your belongings about just who owns whom.
This Is All I Need begins performances August 6 and runs through September 4 at NOHspace in San Francisco.
In This Is All I Need, Mugwumpin, San Francisco’s kinetic and acclaimed performance company, digs through closets and cupboards to untangle and retangle the threads connecting our hearts, our anxieties, and our stuff.  Employing their giddily precise physicality and fractured approach to storytelling, Mugwumpin explores these connections from numerous angles, from the ways that our belongings become physical repositories for our most potent memories, to the fine boundaries between collecting and hoarding, to the psychosocial motors driving the contemporary urge to accumulate.  
This new performance has been developed over the past year through Mugwumpin’s idiosyncratic process of collaborative creation.  By slowly blending together personal interviews, structured play, over-the-top choreography, and intentional accidents, Mugwumpin has emerged with a performance of unexpected beauty and resonance.  As the company careens between and through the interconnected themes, patterns emerge, buoyed by the company’s penchant for inexplicable humor and an undercurrent of dread.

This Is All I Need was created and written by the ensemble: company member Madeline H.D. Brown (performer/creator), co-founding company member Joseph Estlack (performer/creator), Associate Artistic Director Liz Lisle (co-director), Jonathan Spector (co-director), Erin Mei-Ling Stuart (performer/creator) and Artistic Director Christopher W. White (performer/creator).  Production Design is by Rod Hipskind and Lighting Design is by Jarrod Fischer.

With This Is All I Need, Mugwumpin reaches the culmination of their Year of Possessions.  The company envisions each year-long creation cycle as a single performance project, consisting of modular performances that are thematically linked.  The more pieces the audience experiences, the more meaning and connections accrue.  In March, Mugwumpin presented I Have This ______ [Possessional Confessional], an interactive installation in which faceless confessors interviewed audience members about their most prized possessions.  The year continues on June 7 with Get This Go, a performance piece in which the audience wanders a San Francisco motel where people have fled three very different upheavals, bringing only what they could carry.
CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT: What is your most prized possession?  What can you not live without?  How many pairs of nail clippers do you own?  Why are you still holding on to that scratched pair of sunglasses that you can’t even see through?  You’re an ascetic; you’re a collector; you’re a hoarder.  Mugwumpin, San Francisco’s kinetic performance company, digs through closets and cupboards to untangle and retangle the threads connecting our hearts, our anxieties, and our stuff.  
WHEN: Previews Friday, August 6th and Saturday, August 7th. Opens Monday, August 9th. Runs Thursday – Saturday through September 4th.  All shows at 8pm. 

WHERE: NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa Street, San Francisco
TICKET PRICES:  Previews are Pay-What-You-Can. 

Opening Night Monday, August 9th, is $30 with drinks and hors d’oeuvres included after the show. August 12-August 21, tickets are $15-$20 sliding scale; August 26-September 4, tickets are $25-$30 sliding scale. Advance reservations are strongly advised and are available from www.mugwumpin.org. 

For press photos, please download images from our website, or contact: 

Liz Lisle at  liz@mugwumpin.org, or 510 452 7207
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