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Mugwumpin 
takes on Tesla in
Future Motive Power

The show culminates Mugwumpin’s Year of Science and Magic

San Francisco—Mugwumpin, San Francisco’s kinetic, unpredictable performance ensemble, returns with the world premiere of a mind-bending performance piece inspired by the life of inventor Nikola Tesla and created for the vault level of the historic Old Mint.  Future Motive Power comes fresh on the heels of a successful European tour of the company’s 2010 work, This Is All I Need, called one of the best shows of the year by the SF Weekly and SF Bay Guardian.

From the heights of fame and wealth, he delivered electricity to the world.  His genius for invention rivaled Thomas Edison, and his spectacular scientific demonstrations enraptured the likes of Mark Twain.  Yet his life ended in poverty, with the pigeons outside his window as his only companions.  Nikola Tesla’s riveting, peculiar life provides the inspiration for Mugwumpin’s newest original performance about ambition, transcendence, and the terrible price of genius.
 	
Future Motive Power begins performances January 6 and runs through January 29 at San Francisco’s historic Old Mint at the corner of 5th and Mission Streets.

Future Motive Power, far from a biographical drama, weaves fragments of biography, fiction, science demonstration, and magic show into a performative fever dream.  Mugwumpin uses Tesla’s life, accomplishments, and ultimate fall into obscurity to thematically interrogate the stability of truth, the flimsy barrier between science and magic, and the lengths that men will go to secure their historical legacies.  The work is the centerpiece of Mugwumpin’s yearlong exploration of Science and Magic.

Continuing to explore the possibilities of non-theater spaces (as the company has done in its Occurrences performance series), Mugwumpin overlays Tesla’s makeshift Manhattan laboratories onto the Old Mint, built around the same time Tesla was active.  Mugwumpin is only the second performance group to use the Old Mint as a venue, following Joe Goode Performance Group’s “Traveling Light.”   However, whereas Goode primarily utilized the gorgeous building’s opulent upper floors, Mugwumpin will occupy the much grittier vault level.  The malleability of the space allows the company to divide the audience and provide different segments with different, often contradictory viewpoints.  The wildly divergent experiences of people attending the same show add a thrilling sense of destabilization. 

Says Mugwumpin Artistic Director Christopher W. White, “I’m gripped by the idea that our confidence in scientific ideas is entirely defined by our historical point of view. What yesterday seemed like ironclad science could today be just so much hokum.  And what today appears to be magic could tomorrow be understood as science.”  Tesla exemplified this idea, leaping so far past the prevailing paradigms that many considered him mad.

This new performance has been developed over the past several months through Mugwumpin’s idiosyncratic process of collaborative creation.  Drawing upon a deep well of research, the ensemble constructs an unlikely whirligig of virtuosic movement sequences, otherworldly music, and text from sources as diverse as electrical manuals and stories by Twain.  The result is a shimmering, time-bending panoply, laced with humor and a palpable sense of danger.

Mugwumpin has partnered with the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society to bring Future Motive Power to the Old Mint.  Completed in 1874, the fabulous “Granite Lady” has stood its ground through the City’s many transformations – and disasters, including the Great Earthquake of 1906. Between 1874 and 1937, it was the most active mint in the United States. In 1877, over fifty million dollars in coins were produced, and by the 1930s, one-third of the nation’s gold reserves were stored there.  Further restoration of the building is expected to commence in the next three to five years, transforming the Old Mint into a new and exciting museum where visitors can experience the stories and history of the Bay Area through state-of-the-art interactive and educational exhibits, programs and presentations.

Future Motive Power was created and written by the ensemble: performers Misti Boettiger,  Madeline H.D. Brown, Joseph Estlack, Natalie Greene, Rami Margron, and Christopher W. White, and acclaimed local director Susannah Martin.  Lighting design is by Wolfgang Lancelot Wachalovsky, and costume design is by Ashley Rogers.

With Future Motive Power, Mugwumpin culminates their Year of Science and Magic.  The company envisions each year-long creation cycle as a single performance project, consisting of modular performances that are thematically linked.  The more pieces the audience experiences, the more meaning and connections accrue.  In May, Mugwumpin presented THRUM, a live sound and video installation in collaboration with sound artist Anne Allison.  In August, the ensemble created the secret Occurrence Psychotope, mingling biochemistry and magic.  

For press photos, please download images from our website, or contact: press@mugwumpin.org
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CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT: Nikola Tesla’s riveting, peculiar life provides the inspiration for Mugwumpin’s newest original performance about ambition, transcendence, and the terrible price of genius.  His inventive output rivaled Thomas Edison, and his spectacular scientific demonstrations enraptured the likes of Mark Twain.  Yet his life ended in poverty, with the pigeons outside his window as his only companions.  Future Motive Power, far from a biographical drama, will weave fragments of biography, fiction, science demonstration, and magic show into a performative fever dream. 
	
WHEN: Previews Friday, January 6th and Saturday, January 7th. Opening Sunday, January 8th. The show runs Friday – Sunday through January 29th.  All shows at 8pm. 

WHERE: The Old Mint, 88 5th St. (at Mission), San Francisco.  Entrance on Mint Plaza.
	
TICKET PRICES:  
Previews are Pay-What-You-Can. 
Opening Night: Sunday, January 8th, is $30 with drinks and hors d’oeuvres included after the show. 
January 13-January 22: tickets are $15-$20 sliding scale; January 27-29: tickets are $20-$30 sliding scale. 
Advance ticket purchase is strongly advised and available from www.mugwumpin.org or at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/206759.  Call 415-967-1574 with questions.


For press photos, please download images from our website, or contact Meghann Dubie at 415-967-1574 press@mugwumpin.org
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